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A Survey of Funeral Customs 

Bill McDowell has written a master's thesis on the 
subject of funeral customs. We felt his la'st chapter, 
"What Should a Christian Do?" would be especially 
informative for all you ministers. Do not construe 
this as "orders from Headquarters." It is for your 
education in general - the first of many helpful 
features we hope fo include in future issues of the 
Bulletin. Any contributions you send in for this area 

are welcomed. 

"DOWNHrCHT PAC AN" decries Edgar S. 
Born, .Jr., din;ctor of worship for the 
United Lutheran Church - describing 

marlY modern funeral s ! (The Christian Century, 
p . 7 17.) 

Other church representatives are equally as 
vociferous in denouncing today's trend of burial -
Ilul these prac tices continue! The object ions are 
aga inst the secular ost.entation with which "the 
d('( '('ased" is t reat.ed . The elabora te prepara tion s , 
\flllg and senseless "wakes," viewing of the body, 
mat.erialistic display and needless expenses are 
ca using more than casual concern in many reli
gious communities. 

Though it is seldom don e, the first recomm enda 
tion by church bodies is to notify the local pastor 
of a death . He should then be responsible to assist 
the famil y in their tim e of need. 

Ministers' Responsibilities 

It has long heen recogni zed as one of the prime 
flill ct.ions of Ihe minister to help in time of death . 
'I'll! ' an('il'nt. Waldensf's mad!' spe('ific not l' of thi,.; : 

Alld wlll'n'as, ill i'01'l1l1'l' tim!!s, it hath b el'1l the 
, ' II-;tOI1l to (' II IISI' th t: dis( 'ons()la ll' w id ow to spen d 
11I11 (' h 1l10n(',Y on sing(' !'s and ring(,!'s, and Oil pt'r
,.," n s who ('at alld dl'l ·nk . whilf' sill' Wl'l' PS and 
lasts, wrollhring th e fa tlll' r1 es;; children : il is 1Il/I' 
ellily. frolll 1Il0tivl's "I' '·() lIlpassin n . to the e lld that 
<llIl' los,.; h l' lIot add.·d til ' lIlOtl1f'r . I" lIiel 1111'11/ l/ 'illl 
(lUI' ( '(l/lIls('1 (/III/ 011 1' J,:()()(I .,. according to the ahil 
It~· whi (' h (;od hath I)( ·s t<lw(·d Oil LIS. t aking ('lin' 
Ih a t th (' ('hildn ' l1 h,· \\1·1 1 il1sll'llt't ,·d . that tltt,.\, 
IIla v I:d,or to 111.1l l1t:11I1 tlll · I1I",(·I\', ·,.;. a,.; (;od hath 

'Jld:l i llt'd , al1d li \'( ' Iill " ( 'hl' i,., ti :ll1s III, s'C/1T ,,( II,, · 
( '11/1/'('11 C/I' ( 'II,.,s'. \',,1 Iii. p . ·' ·171. 

- Jon Hill 

Contrary to the modern conception of the min
ister "staying out" of the "physical" needs of a 
death-stricken family, those ministers felt a duty, 
a compassion, a responsibility to do something to 
relieve the burden of the widow! 

Times have not changed so much, after all, 
Great amounts of money are still being squan
dered need lessly on "si ngers, ringers, eating and 
drinking l " How often does a minister see this hap
pen today. feel pe rsonally appalled, but does noth
ing about it, because he feels it might be "out of 
place" for him to speak up? Without realizing it, 
Mr. Brown echoed the very wording of the Wal
denses by stating: "Every Christian has a respon· 
sibility to live his faith. Funerals are a good place 
to begin" (The Christian Century, p. 717), 

But records indicate the average minister is ill· 
prepared to be of real help in these matters and is 
relegated to a "simple flunky" who says a few 
ritualistic words at the funeral service! 

A responsible minister will make it his business 
to know the fa cts and be full y prepared to give 
/I ,ise counsel to the survivors on bot.h spiritual and 
physical m atters of death and burial so that his 
charges may "live like Christians"! 

The Christian's Responsibility 

'1', ) "live like a Christian" in a time like this, the 
Christ ian must do at least two things: (1) He must 
thoroll~hly know, understand, believe and have 
faith in what the Bible plainly teaches about 
d( 'ath and the resurrections; and (2) he must be 
pr:l, ·t il'a l, realistic and concerned with the living 
(, \ ' ('11 during tIl(' crisis time of /{rief and mourning. 

TIll' ('hurch and I he ministry 8h()uld be rt.'spon-
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rld"s , P:t\ ' IIll'lIls - tllost , ill'IIlS whidl \\'ould 
qtlit 'kly t(,1\ a '" idow wht'n' sh(' stands and help twr 
avoid as n1l1('h c'onfllsi()n as p()ssihte. OIH' lIlore' 
advantag(' to illclude in ttl!! saf('tv d('posit hox IS 

inforlllat ion concernillg a 1lll'!l1ol'i:lt societ v , 

Th<: M<:lIlori,i1 ~oci<:ty 

IkcHust> of the unfair advantages and flagrant 
prac! in'S of the fUlieral industry', societies have 
1)1'('11 f()l'lIled to assist. ttw average individual in his 
sll'llgglt' against ttw high cost of d!'ath , I'rim'i· 
pally , a nll 'morial societ ,v is a \'oluntar,v grouping 
of p('oplt' who have joined togl'ther to obtain dig· 
lIity, silllplicit ,v alld l'('OnOlll.\' in funeral arrange· 
!TH'llts through advance planning. It. provides the 
; t(l v alltag l~ of collective hargaining tl) ohtain the 
dl'sire 'cJ sprvices at a lllode ra te cos t. 

.Joilling a llH'lllorial s()ci('t), is not likt, joining a 
" lllIion" or politically ori('ntl'd cluh or organ iza 
t illll. Ttwn ~ is a nominal lifl'tilll(' f('e of $1 :i.OO 
wh i .. h Illal,, 's tlll.'SI ' sprvicps a vailahl,'. Inful'!nation 
, · ;,11 IJI' 1,I,1;lilwd through ttl( ' Yellow I'agl 's of tlw 
1, ·I"pltoll" iJook lil' frol!l: 

( '"nl inl'lltal Associatioll of 
Flilwral alld Ml'lllOrial Scwi"t ii'S 
:,! / Easl Vall Hurt: 1I St rl'/'!. 
( 'hi, 'ago, Ill inois fiori!);, 

(;"111'1'<1 II v , I tWSl' socil'l iI'S ('nt'OIl r:q,({, ITI'l ll a t ion, 
111 11 an' (,(,;j('{'!'Iled about a simple bllrial as wpll. 
This simpl!· burial call Iw (JI)tained at a llltll'h 
J'( 'du('('d pri('t' through the society, A sam pI ing of 
I tit' la te:;!. cost s through the society showed the 
traditional funeral to be from $400.00 to $fiOO,OO 
(mHxilllurn), and a "simplified" traditional fUlleral 
I (l hl' from $2f)O,OO to $:l!)O,OO (,Jennifer Schro('der, 
Secretary. Chicago Memorial Society, personal 
interview, May 12,1970). These costs are exclusive 
of cemetery costs which must be arranged individ· 
uall y. 

h; addition to price advantages, the society has 
prppareri very helpful and instructive material to 
assist HI. the time of death . The memorial society 
providt,s a distillct advantagl' in our age of com· 
nH~rcialism and extravagance in the funeral 
indust ry! 

The Fillal Srep 

010 olle df'sires or anticipat.es death ' It IS an 
/'Iwtr/v, th e I(J,~I enem." to he d!'Stro:ved in (;od's 

I . f' I ' I (! (' . 1 ~ ")' ,)r. ) 'J'() '\ I I pall () sa vatlon. ,01. ''-_ 'i- _d, ,\0\'01' ( 

confused, unsure and frightent'd ahout death, the 
Christian call and mus t ,;(· t the tnlt' ('xi1mple of 
hopI ' and confidenct' - looking with ('('rtaint\' 
IOW:II 'c! thl' l'olllillg l'('SlllTl' I' tion froll1 thl' dl'ad 
wl \(' 1\ <ll-al h s hall 1)(' !'()Il'IIII'I'\'t! for illl I il!1l" 

PLAIN TRUTH COMMENTS 
(C()ntinued (rom JJ([lJe R6) 

Itav(! all he has corning, I'm only 17 years old, but 
e\'ell I ('all't ignore facts like that. Thank you sin-
Cl'rely for the article, - Perri D., 

Gilmer, Texas 

SO YOU'RE A HOUSEWIFE 

Your article "So You're a Housewife" by Paul 
W, Kroll is trulv a life saver to my personal fulfill
ment and also'the happiness of our home. The 
I'I.AIS TIW TII is helping me to fill the unanswered 
gaps ill my life, No words cfluld ever express what 

it has done for me. _ Mrs. R. T., 

College Park, Georgia 

I'm in prison. One day soon, God willing, I'll be 
home. I mad(' a mistake and I'll pay for it. But you 
folks an' blessings that'll change my whole life; 
not onlv mine but my wife's. To start with, I was 
hll'ss('d 'with an l'x('eptional woman who has stuck 
with Ill(' in d()ing this time, In the .June i:;sue of 
Thl' I'I.AI N THI ITII , the article "So You're A 
1I00IS('wifl'," I learned a great deal. It was directed 
to WOl!l('!l, i>u t J l'('ad it anyway. My wife is a great 
woman. Thank YOll so very much for helping me 
I 0 S( ~ l', - It M" 

I{iverto!l, Wyoming 

Heading your article "So You're A Housewife," 
,JUlie 1!)72, I couldn't help but laugh at your "A 
magazine of understanding" line. That article was 
total hologna , ... Not once was there a mention of 
the husband helping a bit with housework! I am 
not surprised to see a man wrote the article. Can 
he really expect me to accepl his rap? I ask this 
man to spend only one year (when for us women 
it's more like 50 years) dusting the house, vacu
uming the house, rearranging the house, cooking 
in the house, .. and see how long he can keep 
thinking how almighty important he is. What's 
wrong with a real marriage of being equal where 
the man gets up off his bottom and cleans after 
himself! I can't believe it. I could write 5,000 
pages. I just can't believe you're serious. 

- Sheila S., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

COMMENTS ON THE JULY 
PLAIN TRUTH 
\,(,HAT YOU CAN DO (ASPIRIN) 

In the .July iSSlll' of T/zp PLAIN TIWTH, appeared 
all arl ii'll', \'ery fright pning, ahout the uncommon 
kn()\\ I('dgt' ,thollt t he common aspirin. I am writ-


